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One MGE Family’s Experience*			 

Borrow a portable energy meter from your local public library and you, too, can discover what your appliances 
are using in “standby” mode, even when they are shut off.

Other potential “Standby” uses
•  Plug-in air fresheners
•  Garage door opener
•  Doorbell
•  Portable vacuum
•  Baby monitor
•  CO detector

	Total Standby Watts	 128.4

	 24 hours/day	 3,081.6	 watt hours
	 365 days/year	 1,124,784	 watt hours

	 divide by 1000	 1,125	 kilowatt-hours

	 Cost/kWh = $0.12	 $134.97	 Annual cost

	 divide by 12	 $11.25	 Monthly cost

			   Watts
	 Cable box - high definition		  26.6
	 Cable box - standard		  15.2
	 Cell phone charger - Dad		  2.9
	 Clock radio - Mom		  2.7
	 Clock radio - Daughter		  2.5
	 Clock radio - Dad		  2.2
	 Clock radio - kitchen		  2.0
	 Computer - all devices - sunroom		  10.5
	 Digital clock on gas stove/oven 		  0.0
	 Drill charger for 14.4-volt drill (1 hr) - old		  3.2
	 Drill charger for 14.4-volt drill (standard) - new		  1.3
	 DVD recorder - Samsung - our bedroom		  2.2
	 Iron		  0.6
	 Microwave - basement		  3.0
	 Microwave - kitchen (digital clock)		  2.5
	 Nightlites		  1.0
	 Phone - answering - base unit 		  4.5
	 Phone - answering - satellite		  2.2
	 Phone - cordless - base unit		  5.3
	 Phone - cordless - satellite  (basement)		  2.2
	 Phone - cordless  (basement)		  4.1
	 Stereo - boombox 		  2.0
	 Stereo - sub-woofer		  6.6
	 Stereo - surround receiver w/DVD		  2.7
	 TV - 15” color		  2.2
	 TV - 27” color (console model)		  1.9
	 TV - our bedroom		  2.2
	 VCR  - living room		  8.9
	 VCR - bedroom		  5.2
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